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Consider it Done® BACKGROUND 

The fifth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 5) was published by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) December 27, 2021. The Rule requires public drinking water systems to test for all 29 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) for which analytical methods exist, where those systems supply 
3,300 or more customers; systems serving less than 3,300 customers will be sampled as EPA funding is 
available. Under the rule, the sampling period for some public drinking water suppliers extends from January 
2023 to December 2025. While initial requirements will be felt by this sector, there will be a wide range of 
industry and businesses directly and indirectly impacted by the results of the data assessment. 

EPA Goals  

The goal of the testing requirements is to collect data to improve the understanding of the frequency, 
concentrations and distribution of PFAS in public drinking water systems. The data will be used to establish 
drinking water limits for PFOA and PFOS, and other PFAS under the Safe Drinking Water Act, within the next 
two years, based on the schedule provided in EPA’s PFAS Strategic Roadmap.  

Among others, the action is consistent with commitments of EPA’s Office of Water to: 

• Undertake nationwide monitoring for PFAS in drinking water; 

• Establish a national primary drinking water regulation for PFOA and PFOS; 

• Restrict PFAS discharges from industrial sources through Effluent Limitations Guidelines; 

• Leverage National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permitting to reduce PFAS discharges; and 

• Publish final recommended ambient water quality criteria for PFAS. 

FUTURE ACTIONS 

 In the future, ‘trickle down’ regulatory actions and requirements may include: 

• Expansion of state-level analytical suites for PFAS remediation monitoring;  

• Increased monitoring requirements for permitted wastewater effluent discharge; 

• Monitoring potential migration from a contaminated site to adjacent water bodies used for drinking 
water supply; 

• Increased scrutiny of manufacturers using and disposing of PFAS-containing raw materials;  
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• Monitoring for landfill leachate migration 
potentially containing PFAS;  

• Enhanced due diligence for property 
transfers involving all, or potentially 
contaminated sites; and 

• Development of a federal Maximum 
Contaminant Level (MCL) for PFAS 
chemicals, which may ultimately require 
corrective action on the part of public 
water system operators.  

BUSINESS IMPACTS 

While UCMR requirements are authorized by the 

Clean Water Act, and initially impact water 

suppliers, the data-based decisions and trickle-

down regulatory actions and requirements will 

affect a wide range of industries and businesses 

once a drinking water limit is established, including 

both currently operational sites and remediation 

sites. Successful mergers, acquisitions, and 

divestitures will also have to consider timing and 

stay current on changing state and federal 

regulatory requirements.  

 

 

NEXT STEPS 

As additional data on the frequency and 

distribution of PFAS become available during the 

next three years, EHS Support will continue to help 

our clients develop defensible, science-based 

assessments and strategies that are protective of 

human health and the environment. Our unique 

and innovative tools provide a framework to serve 

as a basis for good business decisions. EHS Support 

has a reputation for developing innovative 

approaches for client advocacy and offers a wide 

range of services to support PFAS challenges in the 

changing regulatory landscape.  

 

            

EHS Support delivers multi-disciplined services that 
provide our clients with realistic and innovative 
solutions. 

To discuss services associated with PFAS-related site 
issues contact: Ceil.Mancini@ehs-support.com or 
Andy.Patz@ehs-support.com. 
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