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BACKGROUND 

The American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Standard E1527 provides widely applied and accepted guidance 
for performing Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) for a variety of property transactions. Since the standard is 
revised by the ASTM every eight years, staying current on this guidance, along with local state and federal regulations 
such as the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation & Liability (CERCLA) Act, is essential to support 
sound business decisions during mergers, acquisitions, and/or property financing. Understanding and staying current on 
the broad range of contaminants to be addressed in the ESA is of particular importance. 

November 2021 marked the end of an eight-year cycle, with the release of a revised Phase I ESA Standard E1527(-21). 
One of the significant revisions in the new ASTM 1527-21 standard is the inclusion of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
[PFAS] and other emerging contaminants in the ESA standard for the first time.  

ASTM Standard for Environmental Site Assessment (E-1527) Revisions 

Ongoing uncertainty and continual changes in federal and state PFAS regulations will likely affect the way PFAS are dealt 
with in the ESA process; hence, attention to this class of compounds is particularly critical in property transactions and 
related business decisions. An awareness of the following two revisions to the standard should be incorporated in 
strategic business and property planning where PFAS may be present. 

Recognized Environmental Conditions (REC). A REC focuses on ‘hazardous substances or petroleum products’ and by 
definition can result from a release, a likely release, or a future release of the contaminant(s) in question. The definition 
of REC was revised to provide more clarity on the way the word ‘likely’ was used in the previous standard (E-1527-13). 
The revision defines ‘likely’ to mean ‘neither certain nor proved, but can be expected or believed by a reasonable 
observer based on the logic and/or experience of the environmental professional, and/or available evidence, as stated in 
the report to support the opinions given.’  

Non-Scope Considerations. Section 13 of the standard addresses Non-Scope Considerations, such as PFAS, which include 
environmental issues that may be present at the site that are outside the scope of the written standard and/or do not 
fall under CERCLA jurisdiction.  

There is extensive uncertainty regarding toxicity and how to regulate PFAS at the federal level at this time. While the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the current Administration continue to take steps toward designating at 
least some PFAS as ‘hazardous substances’ under the Safe Drinking Water Act, there is currently no Maximum 
Contaminant Level (MCL) for any individual compound or group in this class of compounds. 
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PFAS ASSESSMENT UNDER THE REVISED STANDARD 

Non-Scope Considerations under the standard address substances such as PFAS and other emerging contaminants that 
are not included in the ESA scope under the following three circumstances: they are not included in a Federal regulation, 
a state regulation, or at the request of the site owner. Federal regulation may include CERCLA or Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act (RCRA). Until the toxicity of these compounds is better understood and a decision is made to designate 
them as hazardous under CERCLA, PFAS should be evaluated under this portion of the standard where necessary. 

While federal regulation and standard development is lagging, certain proactive states have enacted their own 
regulatory framework to address PFAS. If the property is located in one of these more proactive states, and there is a 
potential for PFAS to be present, the compounds or group of interest should also be addressed under Non-Scope 
Considerations.   

Assessment or discussion of the potential for PFAS to be present can also be included in the ESA under Non-Scope 
Considerations at the request of the owner or user of the report. 

NEXT STEPS 

As the development of state and federal guidance and criteria continues, EHS Support continues to help our clients with 
defensible, science-based assessments and alternatives. EHS Support has a reputation for developing innovative, site-
specific strategies to deal with PFAS detections, while also being protective of human health and the environment.  In 
the absence of regulation, our unique relative risk model is one science-based tool we use to provide context for sound 
and environmentally protective business decision-making. 

 

 

EHS Support delivers multi-disciplined services that 
provide our clients with realistic and innovative 
solutions at a time of developing PFAS regulation. 

To discuss services associated with PFAS-related site 
issues contact: Ceil.Mancini@ehs-support.com; 
Dana.McCue@ehs-support.com; or Bruce.Martin@ehs-
support.com. 

CEIL DANA BRUCE 
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